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most of them had died on the road, you conquered and.
subdued the natives, and put them all under our yoke and
royal lordship, whence our fifths consisted of great quanti-
ties of gold, silver, and emeralds, being in addition to what
we always received previously, from the said land. In the
encounters, skirmishes, and fights which continually took
place with the said Indians, you were ever the first, and in
all this you served us as a good and loyal vassal, passing
through much labour, hardship, and want, as appears from
a report which you have made and presented to us in^our
Council of the Indies. In it you pray that, in reward for
these services, you and they may be kept in perpetual
memory. We have therefore ordered that you shall be
given the following shield of arms. Parted per fess in
chief gules a lion or with a naked sword in its fore-paw,
in memory of the bravery and resolution you showed in
ascending the river in the face of such hardships, and in
discovering and subduing the said new kingdom. In base
or a mount proper over waters of the sea azure and argent,
semee of emeralds vert, in memory of the emerald mines
which you discovered in the said new kingdom, and at the
foot and on the top of the mount some trees vert. On a
bordure azure four suns or, and gules four moons argent.
Crest on a closed helmet with a baldrequin azure and or,
a lion or with a naked sword in his fore-paw, and eagles'
wings issuing from the helmet.1

Given at Madrid on the 21st of May, 1546.

I, THE KING.

1 Nobiliario de Conquistadores de Indias (le publica la Sociedad
de Bibliofilos Espanoles), por el Senor Dr. Don A. Paz y Melia.
(Madrid, 1892).